Lidocaine and prevention of ventricular fibrillation complicating acute myocardial infarction.
Prehospital prevention of primary ventricular fibrillation using 400 mg lidocaine i.m. may be effective in subjects aged under 70, but routine administration is not yet recommended since mortality was unaffected. Although in-hospital prevention of ventricular fibrillation can be achieved by routine i.v. administration of lidocaine in rather high dosages, this regimen is still controversial in well-equipped CCUs in view of conflicting results on mortality.